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House of Burgess: Memories Pizza receives 
$842,442 donation 


Walkerton business refuses to cater hypothetical gay wedding 


By Rob Burgess 
Tribune columnist 


At 7:03 p.m. Thursday, I received a two-sentence statement from Kara 


Brooks, Gov. Mike Pence’s press secretary. 


“Now that the business at hand has been attended to, the governor will be 
joining his family for Easter weekend in Europe,” it read. “He will return 


early next week.” 


In secret, minutes before, Pence had signed Senate Bill 50, the so-called 
“fix” to the Religious Freedom Restoration Act he had authorized a week 
prior; also in secret. SB 50 represented the first time in the state’s history 
the words “sexual orientation” and “gender identity” had appeared 


anywhere in law. 


The groups behind our state’s RFRA were not happy with this “fix.” The day 
before the signing, Advance America sent an urgent plea to members titled: 


“Indiana’s New Religious Freedom Law Is Under Attack!” 


“The citizens of Indiana have not had the chance to see and or comment on 
[SB 50!]” read the April 1 alert. “There has not been one public hearing! 
Among the things that will happen, Christian bakers, florists and 
photographers would now be forced by the government to participate in a 
homosexual wedding or else they would be punished by the government! 
That’s not right! Please call and email your state senator and state 


representative by noon Thursday.” 


But who were these business owners who didn’t want to serve all? No 
sooner had I turned in last week’s column, “Let ‘em see, show the world,” 


we had our first contestant. 


“A small-town pizza shop is saying they agree with Gov. Pence and the 
signing of the RFRA,” reported WBND-TV’s Alyssa Marino. “The O’Connor 


family, who owns Memories Pizza, says, ... ‘Ifa gay couple came in and 


wanted us to provide pizzas for their wedding, we would have to say no,’ 


said Crystal O’Connor of Memories Pizza [in Walkerton. ]” 


Death threats poured in. The business closed. Police patrols in the area 
were stepped up. Someone had created a lewd phony web page for the 
business parodying their comments. The site currently redirects to the It 


Gets Better Project’s donation page, but as of April 1 it was still the fake. 


“No servers were hacked during the making of this website,” read the 


bottom of the page. “If you own a business, buy a domain.” 


Then, the backlash to the backlash to the backlash kicked in and Marino 


herself was targeted. 


“[Asst. Chief Bill Thompson said] police in St. Joseph County are 
investigating after an on-air reporter at a local television station was the 
subject of more than 300 threatening phone calls,” reported Bob Blake of 


the South Bend Tribune on Saturday. 


Meanwhile, a GoFundMe online fundraiser for the O’Connor family was 
launched by TheBlaze TV host Dana Loesch and contributor Lawrence Billy 
Jones III on April 1. In two days, 29,160 people gave $842,442, most 


anonymously. 


I totally disagree with the entire worldview expressed by the owners of 


Memories Pizza, but give them this much credit: at least they were honest 


about it. How many other business owners in the state feel exactly the same 
way, but don’t say anything? The day after the original story aired, Gary 
Tuchman, CNN national correspondent, traveled to Jeff Davis County, 
Georgia, to speak with local florists about that state’s proposed RFRA, SB 
129. Jennifer Williams, associate at one flower shop; Melissa Jeffcoat, an 
associate at a different flower shop; and Carlton Jeffcoat, Melissa’s son, all 
went on national television and repeated exactly the same sentiments as the 


O’Connors. 


“There are five florists we found in this area,” reported Tuchman on April 1. 
“The employees of three of them did not want to appear on camera. But 
they all told us the same thing: that they all want this law to pass in 


Georgia. That they want the right to turn away business from gay people.” 


I didn’t hear of any backlash levied against these other Georgian 
businesses. The world piled on Memories Pizza because they were the first 


and they were alone. 


Rob Burgess, Tribune night editor, may be reached by calling 765-454-8577, 
via email at rob.burgess@kokomotribune.com or on Twitter at 


twitter.com/robaburg. 


